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         4:00 – 5:00 pm     DOH – Room 401     3/1/2016     Conference Call Number:  866-706-4994     Participant Code:  53796753 
 

Preparation for this meeting 

 
Please read: Previous meeting minutes and action items   
Please update: Assigned action items 
Please do:  Note the changes in subsequent meeting dates and please mark your calendars with the updated information. 

Email Teresa Mota (TMota@healthcentricadvisors.org) with any agenda items for the next meeting by COB two 
days prior to meeting. 

 

Voting Members 

 Nicole Alexander-Scott  Maureen Marsella   Janet Robinson 
 Utpala Bandy  Leonard Mermel  Gina Rocha 
 Annemarie Beardsworth  Teresa  Mota  Gail Skowron 
 Cheston Cunha  Aman Nanda  Michael Smit 
 Monica Dorobisz  Robin Neale  Matthew Trimble 
 David Fried  Stacey Ranucci  Samara Viner-Brown 
 Kerry LaPlante  Rebecca Reece  Stephanie Wildenhain 
 John Lonks  Louis Rice   

 

Subcommittee Members 

 Tsewang Gyurmey     
 Erica Hardy     
 Hao Yuan Huang     
 Ralph Santoro     

 

Other Attendees 

 Grace Mortnide  Margaret Vigorito (for Maureen M)   
 Siana Wood  Linda Nelson   
 Chris Parker  Christine Goulette   
 Charles Kwoba     

 
 

Old Business – Updates 

          Lead Status 

1 Web page update and review (see below) Annemarie 
Beardsworth 

Ongoing 

 

New Business 
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          Lead Status 

1 Minutes from the 2/2/2016 Task Force Meeting   Rebecca Reece Approved 

2 Dr. Nicole Alexander-Scott reviewed the AMSEC Task Force goals in an ongoing 
effort to ensure that the goals continue to guide Task Force activities and to remind 
us of how we got where we are today. We are in the midst of completing number 3, 
4 & 5. 
Dr. Alexander-Scott mentioned the establishment of a Vice-Chair role for the Task 
Force and recommended Kerry LaPlante for that position. The Task Force agreed 
that Kerry would be the Vice-Chair. 

Nicole Alexander-
Scott 

 (10 min) 

Continue to 
review & 
update 

progress on 
goals 

 

3 Siana shared BCBSRI plans regarding antimicrobial use/stewardship goals for 2016. 
Siana and Christine presented information regarding the research that BCBSRI has 
done regarding antimicrobial use. BCBSRI wanted to create a campaign that would 
reach widely to all PCPs, Urgent Care Centers, & Day Care Providers.  
 
Dr. Mermel shared that there were CDiff peaks in the Spring and he thought it was 
related to excess antibiotic use in the winter. Excess antibiotics during the winter 
season correlate with CDiff and there have been studies to that effect. CDC Get 
Smart program would be good to have in RI and perhaps we can have Lori Hicks 
come up and help with this. 
 
Christine shared that BCBSRI is looking to make avoidance of antibiotic treatment 
(HEDIS measure) being pushed strongly as a pay for performance measure. Broader 
health message and education on antibiotic use and the way insurance products are 
constructed with higher deductibles would help make patients pause before going 
to ED or PCP looking for antibiotics. Products before offered a low flat fee, almost 
making the patient feel as if they needed to get something in return for that visit 
fee. 

Christine & Siana 
from BSBCRI 

(20 min) 

Will continue 
discussions 

and 
collaboration 
with BCBSRI 

4 Web page update – tweaked wording for introduction on antibiotic stewardship. 
Hospital and Nursing Home – seven steps to create an antimicrobial stewardship 
programs. We are building out resources for each of these steps.  Under the 
“Partners” section our mission, vision, goal and achievability statements are up on 
the Antimicrobial Stewardship & Environmental Cleaning Task Force page. There are 
pages for nursing homes, hospitals and a healthcare inquired infection page which 
link back to the Antimicrobial Stewardship page. 
 
We link to the Secretary of State website, but our items are filed under a different 
name – Healthcare Quality Reporting Program. This needs to be rectified, but 
currently this is where the agenda, minutes and handouts from our meetings are 
housed. 
 
Stacy, Grace and Kerry have worked on building out the content for our website. 
They are currently working on the topic of Drug Expertise. Resources for the 
Accountability core element will be shared next meeting. One of the items we are 

Annemarie 
(13 min) 

 



 
 

Antimicrobial Stewardship & Environmental Cleaning Task Force 
Minutes  

Chair – Rebecca Reece, MD 
 

3 
 

RI Department of Health Three Capitol Hill Providence, RI 02908-5097 TTY: 711 www.health.ri.gov 

New Business 

          Lead Status 

proposing for the Leadership core element is a Leadership Commitment Letter. We 
are asking the Task Force to review this letter and provider comment prior to the 
next meeting. 

5 Discuss recent/upcoming educational opportunities: 

 Learning and Action Network meeting occurred on 2/25/16. It was well 
received. Dr. Mermel gave a talk about CDiff, Kerry gave a talk about 
antimicrobial stewardship and Mary Cooper presented some patient 
stories. It ended with a discussion on the environmental piece of infection 
control and implementation issues. There were a lot of discussions 
generated during the meeting.   

 It was suggested that it may be a good idea to repeat the talks given at the 
LAN for other audiences such as physicians. Len suggested that CME 
possibly be offered as an incentive for physicans, and maybe linked with 
licensure renewal.  

 Chet stated that he will be presenting at Grand Rounds on the background 
and importance of antimicrobial stewardship. 

 Dr. Alexander-Scott suggested the possibility of adding an Antimicrobial 
Stewardship section to RI DOH Health Connections publication that would 
include some of these events so that physicians and other providers will be 
aware. 

 Rebecca is presenting to OPTUM on 3/21/16. These include PAs and NPs 
who cover about 30% of long-term care residents in the state. Rebecca will 
be speaking on Antimicrobial stewardship and CDiff and will also discuss 
what they face in terms of lack of resources or knowledge regarding best 
practices. 

 Janet and Stacey are presenting at the Leading Age RI conference on 
3/24/16. Medical Directors, Administrators, Nurses, Administrative Nurses, 
Assisted Living, & Ambulatory Care providers usually attend.  

 Stacey and Kerry are arranging a pharmacy inservice to both Omnicare and 
Pharmerica, the two pharmacies that cover most of the nursing homes in 
RI. 

 Dr. Mermel stated it would be good to time these messages and trainings 
to coordinate messaging. Janet stated that speaking to the LTC pharmacies 
will go a long way, because they have quarterly QI meetings where the 
consultant pharmacists and Medical Director get a chance to speak to each 
other. 

Rebecca, Len, 
Kerry, Margaret 

(17 min) 

 

Action Items 

          Lead Status 

1 Continue providing resources for web page   
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New Business 

          Lead Status 

2 Healthcentric Advisors to contact HARI (Gina Rocha) to see if there is a possibility of 
repeating the LAN training. 

  

3 Dr. Alexander-Scott to inquire if the Medical Licensure division in DOH has the ability 
to add Antimicrobial Stewardship to a CME requirement for Licensure 

  

4 Dr. Tsewang Gyurmey from PACE to speak at the next meeting about what PACE is 
doing regarding Antimicrobial Stewardship 

  

 

Future AMSEC Task Force Meeting Dates, 2016 
4:00pm in DOH Conference Room 401 

April 5 
May 3 
June 7 
July 5 

August 2 
September 6 

October 4 
November 1 
December 6 

For those unable to join in-person:  
Conference Call Number:  866-706-4994     Participant Code:  53796753 

 
Meeting agenda/minutes available on the Secretary of State’s Open Meetings Web page: 

http://sos.ri.gov/openmeetings/index.php?page=view_entity&id=1293 
(Filed under the Health Care Quality Performance Steering Committee - reference the meeting date to find documents.) 

http://sos.ri.gov/openmeetings/index.php?page=view_entity&id=1293

